	Norfolk County Senior Report
 

The Norfolk Senior Table Tennis Team travelled to Harlow to compete in Division 2C of the County Table Tennis Championships. Despite having the strongest squad available to Norfolk for many years, unavailability of players troubled captain Andy Hawes. However, the team travelled with high hopes of gaining promotion.

 

On Saturday, the team comprised Tony Zeqiri, Andy Hawes, Kit Lo, Lauren Spink and Janet Kelly. They started well with wins over Suffolk 2 (8-2) and Essex 2 (6-4). However, with Lauren unavailable for the final match of the day against Oxfordshire, Norfolk slipped to a 4-6 defeat, to lie in second place after day one.

 

On the Sunday Kelly Skeggs replaced Janet Kelly and Neil Charles replaced Andy Hawes. The team got off to a flyer with a 10-0 victory over Cambridgeshire 2, and with Oxfordshire only able to draw their matches, Norfolk’s 9-1 defeat of Cambridgeshire was vital.

 

Norfolk and Oxfordshire finished equal at the top of the table with 8 points apiece, but Norfolk's far superior sets difference secured them the title and promotion. Neil Charles and Lauren Spink remained undefeated over the weekend.  Well done to Andy Hawes and his team. They will be looking forward to playing in Division One next season.



	


Norfolk Veterans County 1st Team 

An under strength Norfolk County Veterans 1st team travelled to Halifax to contest the first weekend of Division 3A of the ETTA County Championships.  Together with teams from Cheshire, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Leicestershire and Clwyd they played the first three of this year’s fixtures.

Unfortunately in their first match against Cheshire 3, Norfolk were a player short, so started 3-0 down. The only ray of light for the Norfolk team was when Mats Olsson combined with Lindsey Dare to win the first mixed doubles against Ann Dakin and Ray Jackson. There was one very close singles with Keith Hunt taking on Cheshire’s Phil Luxon. Hunt lost the first leg 4-11 but fought back to win the next two, 11-9, 11-6 before Luxon  came from behind to win the final two legs 11-9, 11-9 to take the match.  Apart from this the going was tough and the team lost 1-9.

The next encounter was against favourites Yorkshire 4. Despite Alan Jones joining the squad the opposition proved far too strong and ran away 10-0 winners.  The closest match of the tie proved to be the mens doubles where Olsson and Hunt narrowly lost to Steve Rosmansky and Richard Priestley, who had come in just for the doubles, 11-8, 12-10, 7-11, 3-11, 7-11.

The final match of the weekend was also the closest for the Norfolk side but they were just pipped to the win losing 4-6 to Leicestershire 2.  Mats Olsson played well to beat Keith Fellows and Andy Lebutt, Keith Hunt beat the highly rated Fellows, and Olsson and Dare combined to win the mixed doubles. Hunt and Olsson were unlucky in the men’s doubles, going down 10-12 in the 5th game.

Overall, a disappointing weekend and Norfolk face an uphill battle in the second round of fixtures against Cheshire 4, Clwyd and Lancashire in January to avoid relegation which is not impossible if the top players are available. 

